FUTURE COLLEGE
GRADUATES LIVE HERE
What is NAZ?
The Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ) exists to
permanently close the achievement gap and end
generational poverty in North Minneapolis.
NAZ is a collaborative of 33 Northside nonprofits and
10 schools that are committed to building measurable
and lasting change in the toughest of neighborhoods.
Two Generations are Succeeding
Through NAZ, two generations of Northsiders are
leading themselves out of poverty.
• Children are focused on building their own academic
goals, and they are supported both in school and
outside of school.
• Parents are advocating for their children and actively
leading them on a path to college, starting at birth.
• Families are surrounded by a team, including trained
family coaches from North Minneapolis that provide
the connections they need to reach their goals.
Nonprofits and schools are working together to provide
families with streamlined resources. We constantly
measure student and family outcomes to ensure that
we are building the most effective system of supports
to permanently close the achievement gap.

1,100
Families

2,300

Children

During 2015:
• NAZ children were significantly more prepared for kindergarten than peers.
• Reading performance on standardized tests was higher for NAZ 3-5 graders.
• 619 children participated in after-school and summer learning programs.
• 303 children were supported to stabilize housing.

Team Allegra
The best advocate for a child is a deeply
involved parent. NAZ works with more
than 1,000 parents like Allegra.
When she came to NAZ, Allegra knew that
she wanted a better life for her family. Our
Early Childhood Coach worked with her to
secure scholarships for her three youngest
children to attend La Crèche, a four-star
rated early learning center. Allegra also
gained skills to support early learning in the
home, which paid off in six-year-old
Richard’s progress. Richard’s scores on the
Beginning Kindergarten Assessment
showed that he arrived at kindergarten
ready to learn. He is now on the A honor
roll at Harvest Prep’s Mastery School.
Allegra is now focusing on her own
education and pursuing her long-held
dream of working in health care. Allegra
was matched with a job counselor at
EMERGE, completed Certified Nursing
Assistant coursework, earned her license,
and is in the process of searching for a job.
Return on Investment

Connect with NAZ
Sign up for our quarterly newsletter
on the-naz.org, follow us on
Facebook, Twitter (@NAZMpls),
Instagram (NAZMpls).

A recent Wilder Research study shows a
$6 return for every $1 invested in NAZ.
Economic benefits include increased
lifetime earnings, better health, higher tax
revenues, and savings to the welfare
system.
An investment in NAZ represents a
net-cost savings to the taxpayer.
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